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ever sank the ships in the firm belief that it was again a
time of war. I did not obtain a knowledge of the extended
Armistice till the night of the 21 June on board H.M.S.
Revenge. I can never be reproached with a wilful and
guilty violation of the Armistice. As we have been
declared prisoners of war in spite of this, war must appar-
ently have broken out again as I had assumed. We have
had to compromise with this. It would now, therefore,
be all the more unfair if we were to be deprived of bene-
fiting by the scheme of repatriation now being carried
out and treated worse than the prisoners of war.
' 5. If paragraphs i to 4 inclusive be appreciated, it
will be understood that we now, as we see ourselves
excluded from repatriation, feel strengthened in the
feeling that we, who, after all, have only carried out our
duty, will not be treated with right, fairness, and the
chivalry of war, but will be offered purely as a sort of
sacrifice to the spirit of revenge. I cannot believe that
this is the intention of the English Government.
' I therefore request that the discrimination exercised
against us in the matter of transporting us home be
removed and that my repatriation, as well as that of the
officers and men of what was the Interned Squadron at
Scapa Flow, be ordered/
Meanwhile the Entente had actually approached the
German Government on the question of an indemnity
for the German ships sunk at Scapa Flow. I really
thought that the German Government in this case would
leave no stone unturned to bring me before a German,
international, or English court martial and thereby gain
an impartial decision on the question of the sinking.
They knew that right was on my side, and I should have
been able to testify that I had sunk the ships without
the slightest influence from the German authorities being
brought to bear on me. I did not understand why the